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May 19, 2025

Sean Ervin

Professor and Director School of Design
South Dakota State University

1175 Medary Ave.

Chicoine AME Building 364

Brookings, SD 57007

Sent via email to Sean.Ervin@sdstate.edu
Dear Professor Ervin:

After reviewing the Five-Year Interim Progress Report (IPR) submitted by the
Master of Architecture degree (BFA (120 semester credits) + 48 graduate
credit hours) at South Dakota State University, the National Architectural
Accrediting Board (NAAB) has rejected the IPR as not having corrected or
demonstrated substantial progress toward addressing deficiencies identified
in the most recent Three-Year Interim Progress Report. The report does not
present evidence of substantial progress made in addressing the following:

e C.2Integrated Evaluations and Decision-Making Process
Ability to demonstrate the skills associated with making integrated
decisions across multiple systems and variables in the completion of a
design project. This demonstration includes problem identification,
setting evaluative criteria, analyzing solutions, and predicting the
effectiveness of implementation.

Not Met. Though the program provided a narrative response to the noted
deficiencies, syllabi, and grading rubrics from spring 2024, and
corresponding student work samples demonstrating the ability to identify a
design problem and set evaluative criteria, including assessment by real-
world clients, however, the studio assignment and student work provided
appear to stop at the preliminary programming level, and do not
demonstrate integrated evaluations across multiple systems and variables
that analyze solutions and predict the effectiveness of implementation. The
program needs to provide course materials and student work
demonstrating these elements, as integrated with the previous problem
identification and evaluative criteria.

Consistent with the 2015 Procedures, Section 10.1.d.ii Interim Progress Reports,
pages 81-82, the next accreditation visit is advanced by one calendar year,
thereby shortening the term of accreditation.



https://www.naab.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Full-Document.pdf

Your next accreditation visit is scheduled for 2027 and will be conducted under the Conditions and Procedures
in effect at the time of the visit. The Architecture Program Report (APR) is due September 7, 2026.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions at accreditation@naab.org.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey L. Day, FAIA, NCARB
President

Cc: Dennis Hedge, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
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