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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Substantive Program Modification Form 
 

UNIVERSITY: SDSU 

CURRENT PROGRAM DEGREE: Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 

CURRENT PROGRAM MAJOR/MINOR: Animal Science 

CURRENT SPECIALIZATION N/A 

CIP CODE: 01.0901 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: Animal Science 

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE: SANS 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE: College of Agriculture, Food and 

Environmental Sciences 

BANNER COLLEGE CODE: 3F 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that 

I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 

policy. 

 

Dennis D. Hedge  3/11/2026 

Vice President of Academic Affairs or  

President of the University 

 Date 

 

1. This modification addresses a change in: 

X Total credits required within the discipline  Total credits of supportive course work 

X Total credits of elective course work  Total credits required for program 

 Program name  Existing specialization 

 CIP Code  Other (explain below) 

 Modification requiring Board of Regents approval  

Must have prior approval from Executive Director or designee 

  

2. Effective date of change: 2026-2027 Academic Year  

3. Program Degree Level: 
 Associate  Bachelor’s  Master’s X Doctoral 

4. Category: 
 Certificate  Specialization  Minor X Major 

5. If a name change is proposed, the change will occur: 

 On the effective date for all students 

 On the effective date for students new to the program (enrolled students will graduate from 

existing program) 

Proposed new name: ____ 

6. Is the program associated with a current articulation agreement? No 

a. If yes, will the articulation agreement need to be updated with the partner 

institution as a result of this minor program modification? Why or why not? 

7. Primary Aspects of the Modification: 
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Existing Curriculum Proposed Curriculum (highlight changes) 

Pref. Num. Title  Cr. Hrs. Pref. Num. Title Cr. Hrs. 

  Develop a plan of study and a research 

proposal by the end of the first year. 

   Develop a plan of study and a research 

proposal by the end of the first year. 

 

      60 Credit Plan  

AS 790 Seminar 2 AS 790 Seminar 4 

      AS, DS, or VET Electives 500-level 

or higher 

6 

    AS 898D Dissertation 18 

      Electives 32 

        

      90 Credit Plan  

    AS 790 Seminar 4 

      AS, DS, or VET Electives 500-level 

or higher 

6 

    AS 898D Dissertation 18 

      Electives 62 

        

  Courses Offered:    Courses Offered:  

AS 711 Ruminology 3 AS 711 Ruminology 3 

AS 712 Ruminant Nutrition 3 AS 712 Ruminant Nutrition 3 

AS 720 Advanced Selection of Domestic 

Animals 

3 AS 720 Advanced Selection of Domestic 

Animals 

3 

AS 730 Endocrinology 3 AS 730 Endocrinology 3 

AS 732 Advanced Physiology of Reproduction 3 AS 732 Advanced Physiology of 

Reproduction 

3 

AS 734 Protein and Energy Nutrition 3 AS 734 Protein and Energy Nutrition 3 

AS 736 Monogastric Nutrition 3 AS 736 Monogastric Nutrition 3 

AS 740 Metabolism 3 AS 740 Metabolism 3 

AS 750 Animal Growth and Development 3 AS 750 Animal Growth and Development 3 

AS 753 Research Topics in Meat Science 3 AS 753 Research Topics in Meat Science 3 

AS 760 Advanced Equine Nutrition 3 AS 760 Advanced Equine Nutrition 3 

AS 770 Advanced Beef Production 3 AS 770 Advanced Beef Production 3 

AS 780 Evaluation and Use of Breeds in 

Livestock 

3 AS 780 Evaluation and Use of Breeds in 

Livestock 

3 

DS 731 Laboratory Techniques in Dairy Science 3 DS 731 Laboratory Techniques in Dairy 

Science 

3 

PS 756 Quantitative Genetics 3 PS 756 Quantitative Genetics 3 

STAT 541 Statistical Methods II 3 STAT 541 Statistical Methods II 3 

STAT 661 Design of Experiments I 3 STAT 661 Design of Experiments I 3 

VET 576 Advanced Mammalian Physiology 4 VET 576 Advanced Mammalian Physiology 4 

        

Total number of hours required for degree  60-90 Total number of hours required for degree  60-90 

 
Notes: 

The Advisory Committee will work with the student to select the discipline specific courses intended to prepare the 

student in their emphasis area. 

 

Graduate student evaluations will be conducted each semester. 

 

8. Explanation of the Change: 

 

This change is being requested to increase the number of credits required for AS 790 to increase the 

opportunities students have to make public presentations and more accurately reflect the 

expectations. Furthermore, removing the list of prospective courses allows for maximum flexibility 

for the student, their major advisor, and the advisory committee to select courses that are the most 
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beneficial to the student. Replacing specific courses with a list of accepted prefixes provides for 

flexibility as course offerings change. 

 

 

 


