SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS

New Specialization

UNIVERSITY: SDSU

TITLE OF PROPOSED SPECIALIZATION: | Rural Well-being
NAME OF DEGREE PROGRAM IN WHICH | Social Science (Ph.D.)
SPECIALIZATION IS OFFERED:

BANNER PROGRAM CODE: SPHD.SOS
INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: | Fall 2026
PROPOSED CIP CODE: 45.0101

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT:

School of Psychology, Sociology & Rural
Studies

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE:

SPSR

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: College of Arts, Humanities & Social
Sciences
BANNER DIVISION CODE: 3S

& Please check this box to confirm that:

e The individual preparing this request has read AAC Guideline 2.3.2.2.B, which pertains to new
specialization requests, and that this request meets the requirements outlined in the guidelines.

o This request will not be posted to the university website for review of the Academic Affairs
Committee until it is approved by the Executive Director and Chief Academic Officer.

University Approval

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that
1 believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university

policy.

Ly Hfenn

12/17/2025

Institutiongl’ Approval Signature

Date

President or Chief Academic Officer of the University

1. Level of the Specialization:

|:| Master’s

|:| Baccalaureate

Doctoral

2. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed specialization? Please include a brief (1-2
sentence) description of the academic field in this specialization.

South Dakota State University (SDSU) requests authorization to offer the Rural Well-being
Specialization within the Social Science Ph.D. program. This specialization prepares social
scientists to engage in interdisciplinary research focused on complex social challenges that
impact the health and quality of life for rural people and their communities. Integrating
perspectives across the social sciences, the specialization encompasses a variety of areas such
as culture, communication, food access, education, engagement in the arts and humanities,
healthcare, housing, recreation, safety, transportation, and the availability of professional
services. Consistent with SDSU’s land-grant mission, the program emphasizes applying
research to education, service, and innovation that promotes improved quality of rural life.
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3. Provide a justification for the specialization, including the potential benefits to students
and potential workforce demand for those who graduate with the credential. For
workforce related information, please provide data and examples. Data may include, but are
not limited to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Regental system dashboards, etc. Please cite any sources in a footnote.

The Ph.D. in Social Science, including the Rural Well-being Specialization, is designed to
prepare graduates for career paths in academia, government, and the private sector. Graduates of
this program would be well-trained for a career in higher education. The World Economic
Forum has identified “university and higher education teachers” as one of the fastest-growing
occupations by 2030.!

Graduates will thrive outside of academia as well. The program requires multiple semesters of
graduate-level statistics, quantitative and qualitative research methods, and social science
theory. This training will place graduates in high demand in any sector requiring strong
research or analytical skills. For example, the demand for statisticians is projected to grow by
35% by 2029.? As the BLS notes, “statisticians generally need to pursue a master’s or doctorate
in a quantitative field,” so graduates from this program would certainly qualify. Statisticians
and other quantitative researchers are commonly employed in government or in healthcare-
related industries.’

This program fills an especially important need for the state. Heath care represents a vital
industry for South Dakota, representing 16% of all private-sector workers and 20% of all
private-sector payrolls.* Graduates of the PhD in social science, and especially the rural well-
being specialization, will be prepared to help this industry continue to grow and thrive.

4. List the proposed curriculum for the specialization (including the requirements for
completing the major — highlight courses in the specialization):

Credit New

Prefix Number Course Title Hours | (yes, no)
60 Credit Plan

HSC 502 Rural Healthcare Matters 3 No
Rural Well-being Electives 9 No
Social Theory Electives 6 No

XXX 898D Dissertation 18 No
Electives 24 No
90 Credit Plan

AHSS 701 Ethical Theory for Social Scientists 3 Yes

AHSS 702 Writing for the Social Sciences 3 Yes

HSC 502 Rural Healthcare Matters 3 No
Rural Well-being Electives 9 No
Social Theory Electives 6 No
Statistics/Research Electives 6 No

! https://www.forbes.com/sites/chriswestfall/2025/02/03 /best-jobs-for-growth-in-the-next-5-years-winners-and-
losers/

2 https://www.hrfuture.net/talent-management/plan/the-20-fastest-growing-jobs-of-the-next-decade/

3 https://www.bls.gov/ooh/math/mathematicians-and-statisticians.htm#tab-2

4 https://doh.sd.gov/media/ckung3uu/trends-in-healthcare-flyer-2023.pdf
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Credit New
Prefix Number Course Title Hours | (yes, no)
Quantitative Statistics Electives 6 No
XXX 898D Dissertation 18 No
Electives 36 No
Total number of hours required for completion of specialization 12
Total number of hours required for completion of major 48-78
Total number of hours required for completion of degree 60 or 90

A broad range of existing graduate-level courses across the university supports this
specialization, allowing students to tailor their plans of study to individual interests and
professional goals. Courses are available in disciplines such as sociology, community
development, communication studies, nursing, public health, geography, business law,
American Indian and Indigenous studies, and natural resource management, among others,
providing students with a strong interdisciplinary foundation in environment and rural
development.

5. Delivery Location
Note: The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a
university to offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery.

A. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university seeks authorization to
deliver the entire program on campus, at any off-campus location (e.g., USD - Sioux
Falls, Black Hills State University - Rapid City, Capital City Campus, etc.) or deliver
the entire program through distance technology (e.g., as an online program)?

Yes/No | Intended Start Term

\ On campus Yes Fall 2026
Yes/No | If Yes, list location(s) Intended Start Term
\ Off campus No

If Yes, identify delivery methods
Delivery methods are defined in AAC

Yes/No | Guideline 2.4.3.B. Intended Start Term
Distance Delivery No
(online/other distance
delivery methods)

B. Complete the following chart to indicate if the university seeks authorization to
deliver more than 50% but less than 100% of the certificate through distance learning
(e.g., as an on-line program)? This question responds to HLC definitions for distance

delivery.
Yes/No | If Yes, identify delivery methods | Intended Start Term
Distance Delivery No
(online/other distance
delivery methods)

6. Additional Information:
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Additional Admission Requirements
GRE: Not Required

TOEFL: 90 Internet-based

TOEFL Essentials: 9.5

IELTS: 6.5

Duolingo: 115

Each applicant should have 2 signed letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with
the student’s academic record. It is required that applicants also include a writing sample and
personal statement. The personal statement should identify the student’s academic goals and
describe how those goals fit with the faculty’s expertise and interests.

Applications are reviewed only in the spring term (with an April 15 deadline) for admission of
new students to enroll only in the fall term.
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