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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Substantive Program Modification Form 
 

UNIVERSITY: SDSU 

CURRENT PROGRAM DEGREE: Ph.D. 

CURRENT PROGRAM 

MAJOR/MINOR: 

Social Science 

CURRENT SPECIALIZATION N/A 

CIP CODE: 45.1101 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: School of Psychology, Sociology & Rural Studies 

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE: SPSR 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE: College of Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences 

BANNER COLLEGE CODE: 3S 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that 

I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 

policy. 

 

Dennis D. Hedge  12/17/2025 

Vice President of Academic Affairs or  

President of the University 

 Date 

 

1. This modification addresses a change in: 

X Total credits required within the discipline  Total credits of supportive course work 

X Total credits of elective course work  Total credits required for program 

 Program name  Existing specialization 

X CIP Code X Other – Additional Admission 

Requirements 

 Modification requiring Board of Regents approval  

Must have prior approval from Executive Director or designee 

  

2. Effective date of change: 2026-2027 Academic Year 

3. Program Degree Level: 
 Associate  Bachelor’s  Master’s X Doctoral 

4. Category: 
 Certificate  Specialization  Minor X Major 

5. If a name change is proposed, the change will occur: 

 On the effective date for all students 

 On the effective date for students new to the program (enrolled students will graduate from 

existing program) 

Proposed new name: 

6. Is the program associated with a current articulation agreement?  No 

a. If yes, will the articulation agreement need to be updated with the partner 

institution as a result of this minor program modification? Why or why not? 

7. Primary Aspects of the Modification: 

Existing Curriculum Proposed Curriculum (highlight changes) 

Pref. Num. Title Cr. Hrs. Pref. Num. Title Cr. Hrs. 

  60 Credit Plan    60 Credit Plan  
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Existing Curriculum Proposed Curriculum (highlight changes) 

Pref. Num. Title Cr. Hrs. Pref. Num. Title Cr. Hrs. 

      Social Theory Electives 6 

SOC 712  Sociological Theory I 3 SOC 712  Sociological Theory I 3 

SOC 713 Sociological Theory II 3 SOC 713 Sociological Theory II 3 

SOC 726 Teaching Sociology 2 SOC 726 Teaching Sociology 2 

SOC 727 Teaching Sociology Practicum 1 SOC 727 Teaching Sociology Practicum 1 

SOC  738 Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 2 SOC  738 Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning 

2 

SOC 739 Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 

Practicum 

1 SOC 739 Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning Practicum 

1 

SOC 792 Topics 3 SOC 792 Topics 3 

SOC 794 Internship 6 SOC 794 Internship 6 

SOC 898D Dissertation 18 XXX 898D Dissertation 18 

  Electives 21   Electives 36 

        

  90 Credit Plan    90 Credit Plan  

    AHSS 701 Ethical Theory for Social Scientists 3 

    AHSS 702 Writing for the Social Sciences 3 

      Social Theory Electives 6 

      Statistics/Research Electives 6 

      Quantitative Statistics Electives 6 

CD 604 Community Analysis 3 CD 604 Community Analysis 3 

SOC 501 The Research Process 3 SOC 501 The Research Process 3 

SOC 504 Sociological Inquiry 3 SOC 504 Sociological Inquiry 3 

SOC 590 Seminar 1 SOC 590 Seminar 1 

SOC 707 Sociological Practice and Public 

Policy 

3 SOC 707 Sociological Practice and Public 

Policy 

3 

SOC 710 Research Methods 3 SOC 710 Research Methods 3 

SOC 711 Qualitative Research Methods 3 SOC 711 Qualitative Research Methods 3 

SOC 712 Sociological Theory I 3 SOC 712 Sociological Theory I 3 

SOC 713 Sociological Theory II 3 SOC 713 Sociological Theory II 3 

SOC 726 Teaching Sociology 2 SOC 726 Teaching Sociology 2 

SOC 727 Teaching Sociology Practicum 1 SOC 727 Teaching Sociology Practicum 1 

SOC 738 Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning 

2 SOC 738 Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning 

2 

SOC 739 Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning Practicum 

1 SOC 739 Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning Practicum 

1 

SOC 792 Topics 3 SOC 792 Topics 3 

SOC 794 Internship 6 SOC 794 Internship 6 

SOC 898 Dissertation 18 XXX 898D Dissertation 18 

  Electives 32   Electives 48 

        

 Total number of hours required for degree 60-90 Total number of hours required for degree 60-90 

 

CIP Code 

Current CIP Code: 45.1101; Title: Sociology, General. 

Definition: A program that focuses on the systematic study of human social institutions and social 

relationships. Includes instruction in social theory, sociological research methods, social organization and 

structure, social stratification and hierarchies, dynamics of social change, family structures, social 

deviance and control, and applications to the study of specific social groups, social institutions, and social 

problems. 

 

Proposed CIP code: 45.0101; Social Science, General. 

Definition: A program that focuses on the general study of human social behavior and social institutions 

using any of the methodologies common to the social sciences and/or history, or an undifferentiated 

program of study in the social sciences. 
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Additional Admission Requirements 

Current: 

GRE: Not Required 

TOEFL: 90 Internet-based 

TOEFL Essentials: 9.5 

IELTS: 6.5 

Duolingo: 115 

 

Each applicant should have 2 signed letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the student’s 

academic record. It is required that applicants also include a writing sample and personal statement. The 

personal statement should identify the student’s academic goals and describe how those goals fit with the 

faculty’s expertise and interests. 

 

Proposed: 

GRE: Not Required 

TOEFL: 90 Internet-based 

TOEFL Essentials: 9.5 

IELTS: 6.5 

Duolingo: 115 

 

Each applicant should have 2 signed letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the student’s 

academic record. It is required that applicants also include a writing sample and personal statement. The 

personal statement should identify the student’s academic goals and describe how those goals fit with the 

faculty’s expertise and interests.  

 

Applications are reviewed only in the spring term (with an April 15 deadline) for admission of new students 

to enroll only in the following fall term. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

Current: 

• Students receive intensive and extensive classroom and practical training in teaching in-class and online 

resources at the college/university level. 

• Students receive intensive and extensive classroom and practical training in applied and public social 

sciences. 

• Students acquire the skills to engage in the scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL) so they can 

determine the extent to which their instruction makes a difference in their students’ academic 

development. 

• Students receive a solid grounding in the core areas of social science theory and both qualitative and 

quantitative research methods. 

• Students develop research and practice and/or teaching expertise in an emphasis area. 

 

Proposed: 

• Social Science: The graduate student will demonstrate a strong foundation in a primary social-science 

discipline complemented by advanced interdisciplinary expertise. 

• Research: The graduate student will demonstrate mastery as a social scientist with advanced skills in 

applied statistics and research design. 

• Application: The graduate student will demonstrate the translation of interdisciplinary social science 

research into application, e.g., in the form of service and/or education. 

• Leadership: The graduate student will demonstrate leadership competency and skills in interdisciplinary 

collaboration and organizational engagement. 

 

8. Explanation of the Change: 

 

The Ph.D. in Social Science is an interdisciplinary program designed to integrate expertise across 

multiple disciplines. The proposed changes restructure program requirements to increase flexibility 
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and better align students’ plans of study with their professional goals. Students will have the option 

to pursue the degree as a standalone Ph.D. in Social Science or select from two new 

specializations: (1) Environment and Rural Development and (2) Rural Well-being. 

 

The School of Psychology, Sociology and Rural Studies has revised the program following a 

comprehensive review to allow the flexible and efficient incorporation of interdisciplinary courses 

representing faculty expertise from a broad range of academic units across the university. The 90-

credit option will require students to complete AHSS 701 Ethical Theory for Social Scientists (3 

cr.), AHSS 702 Writing for the Social Sciences (3 cr.), Social Theory electives (6 cr.), 

Statistics/Research electives (6 cr.), Quantitative Statistics electives (6 cr.), Dissertation (18 cr.), 

and other electives that apply to their plan of study. The 60-credit option will follow the same 

structure, applying 30 credits from a completed master’s degree toward the Ph.D. requirements. 

 

The school also seeks to revise the CIP code from Sociology (45.1101) to Social Science (45.0101) 

to more accurately represent the program’s interdisciplinary scope. 

 

Changes to admission requirements allow the school to implement a cohort model for fall 

admissions only, increasing their ability to manage the efficiency of delivering this program 

across collaborating academic units. 

 

These changes will provide graduate students with greater flexibility to design interdisciplinary 

plans of study that align with their individual professional goals. The interdisciplinary and 

flexible structure of the program will strengthen SDSU’s research capacity by integrating faculty 

expertise, graduate coursework, and research resources from multiple academic units across 

campus. Greater flexibility and incorporation of interdisciplinary coursework will allow the 

program to operate more efficiently. 

 


