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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Accelerated Graduate Program Request 
 

UNIVERSITY: SDSU 

NAME AND DEGREE (e.g., BA, BS) OF 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM: 

Biochemistry (B.S.) 

NAME AND DEGREE (e.g., MA, MS, PhD) OF 

GRADUATE PROGRAM: 

Biochemistry (M.S.) 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that 

I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 

policy. 

 

Dennis D. Hedge  12/17/2025 

Vice President of Academic Affairs or President of the University  Date 
 

An accelerated graduate program for the purposes of this guideline is a graduate program at a 

Regental institution that allows a student to count courses for undergraduate and graduate credit 

simultaneously. Board Policy 2.4.2 – Course Level, Numbering, and Enrollment in Courses governs 

the transfer of courses between the undergraduate and graduate program. 

 

Board of Regents Policy 2.2.2.1 – Seamless Transfer of Credit requires the Board of Regents to 

approve accelerated programs involving the transfer of thirteen (13) or more credits up to a total of 

twenty-five (25) total transfer credit hours at the accepting institution. In other words, an institution 

may create an accelerated program of one (1) to twelve (12) hours without Board approval. However, 

an accelerated program requires the creation of coding by the Enrollment Services Center (ESC) 

regardless of whether or not the accelerated program is accepting more than twelve (12) credit hours.  

 

1. Maximum number of credits allowed to transfer between undergraduate and graduate 

program:  

 

Twelve (12) credits 

 

2. Is the response to Question 1 more than thirteen (13) credit hours? 

 

 Yes ☐ (requires BOR approval) No ☒ (does not require BOR approval) 

 

3. What is the proposed date (day/month/year) the accelerated program would begin? 

 

2026-2027 Academic Year 

 

4. Please provide a brief explanation of the accelerated program, including specific 

courses eligible for both the undergraduate and graduate program credit. 

 

Students who have completed a minimum of 90 credits toward their B.S. degree and have a 

minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 would be allowed to apply up to 12 credits of entry-level 
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graduate course credits to the B.S. in Biochemistry degree as well as the M.S. in 

Biochemistry. Courses may include: 

 

Required Coursework (6 credits) 

• CHEM 548 Biophysical Chemistry (3 credits) 

• BIOS 662 Advanced Molecular Biology (3 credits) 

 

Elective Coursework (6 credits) chosen from STEM disciplines such as: 

• BIOL 570 Cancer Biology (3 credits) 

• BIOL 583 Developmental Biology (3 credits) 

• CHEM 567 Essentials of Glycobiology (3 credits) 

• CHEM 568 Chemical Biology (3 credits) 

• MICR 524 Medical and Veterinary Virology (3 credits) 

• MICR 533 Medical Microbiology (3 credits) 

• MICR 539 Medical and Veterinary Immunology (3 credits) 

• STAT 541 Statistical Methods II (3 credits) 

 

Students must follow policy and procedures outlined in SDSU Policy 2:22 Use of Graduate 

Credit for Undergraduate Degree Requirements. 

https://www.sdstate.edu/university-policies-procedures/policy-222-use-graduate-credit-undergraduate-degree-requirements
https://www.sdstate.edu/university-policies-procedures/policy-222-use-graduate-credit-undergraduate-degree-requirements

