SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS

New Course Request

College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences / School of

SDSU Psychology, Sociology and Rural Studies

Institution Division/Department

Dennis D. Hedge 12/17/2025
Institutional Approval Signature Date

Section 1. Course Title and Description
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits
AHSS 702 Writing for the Social Sciences 3

Course Description |
This course will use a combination of discussion, workshops, and individualized instruction to
introduce graduate students in the Social Sciences to the purposes and practices of academic
writing. Students will strengthen their skills in higher-level reading and writing through critical
examination of writing across a variety of academic genres and ongoing feedback and revision
throughout the course. The course will culminate in students’ completion of a substantial writing
project relevant to their progress in the program

Pre-requisites or Co-requisites

Prefix & No. Course Title Pre-Req/Co-Req?
None

Registration Restrictions

\ None \

Section 2. Review of Course
2.1. Will this be a unique or common course?

Unique Course

Prefix & No. | Course Title Credits
ENGL 571 Academic Editing and Publishing 3
ENGL 704 Introduction to Graduate Studies 3
Provide explanation of differences between proposed course and existing system catalog
courses:

Existing graduate-level courses on the theory and production of academic writing are offered
exclusively within English degree programs. The proposed course would focus on the writing
conventions and purposes common among the social science disciplines and would provide
students with a foundation for writing about qualitative and quantitative social scientific
research results both within graduate school and in preparation for future academic
publishing.

Section 3. Other Course Information

3.1. Are there instructional staffing impacts?

No. Schedule Management.
Explanation: Faculty workload will be adjusted to offer this course on a regular rotation.

3.2. Existing program(s) in which course will be offered (i.e., any current or pending
majors, minors, certificates, etc.): Social Science (M.S. and Ph.D.)

3.3. Proposed instructional method by university (as defined by AAC Guideline 2.4.3.4): E -
Seminar
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34.

3.5.
3.6.
3.7.
3.8.
3.9.

Proposed delivery method by university (as defined by AAC Guideline 2.4.3.B and 2.4.3.B(4-1)):
SO01 — Face-to-Face

Term change will be effective: Fall 2026

Can students repeat the course for additional credit? No

Will grade for this course be limited to S/U (pass/fail)? No

Will section enrollment be capped? Yes, max per section: 15

Will this course equate (i.e., be considered the same course for degree completion) with
any other unique or common courses in the common course system database? No

3.10. Is this prefix approved for your university? Yes
Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic

Affairs)

4.1.
4.2.
4.3.

University Department: School of Psychology, Sociology and Rural Studies
Banner Department Code: SPSR
Proposed CIP Code: 45.0101
Is this a new CIP code for the university? Yes
NEW COURSE REQUEST
Supporting Justification for On-Campus Review

Jason Zimmerman Jason Zimmerman 10/29/2025
Request Originator Signature Date
Paul Markel Paul Markel 10/29/2025
Department Chair Signature Date
David Earnest David Earnest 10/29/2025
School/College Dean Signature Date

1. Provide specific reasons for the proposal of this course and explain how the changes

ol

enhance the curriculum.

This course is intended to prepare students for the rigors and expectations of academic writing
both during, and following, completion of their graduate studies in the social sciences.
Currently, no courses exist to specifically train students in the field in the conventions, habits,
and best practices of scholarly writing that will support their success both as students, and as
future academic professionals. In extensive discussions in anticipation and development of the
Social Sciences PhD program, working group—and later advisory council—members agree on
both the utility, and current absence, of such a course. As such, the course proposed here is a
novel and needed contribution to the curriculum, as it will be beneficial for students across a
wide range of scholarly interests and future professional goals.

Note whether this course is:

Required D Elective

In addition to the major/program in which this course is offered, what other
majors/programs will be affected by this course?

While this course has been designed to serve the M.S. and Ph.D. in Social Science, it could
serve as useful part of the plan of study for anyone in a research-focused social science
graduate program, including but not limited to the M.S. in Economics and the M. A. in
Communication and Media Studies.

If this will be a dual listed course, indicate how the distinction between the two levels will
be made. N/A

Desired section size 15

Provide qualifications of faculty who will teach this course. List name(s), rank(s), and
degree(s).
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Abigail Tobias-Lauerman, Assistant Professor, Ph.D.

7. Note whether adequate facilities are available and list any special equipment needed for
the course.
Adequate faculties are available; no special equipment is needed.

8. Note whether adequate library and media support are available for the course.
Sufficient library and media support are available; additional library resources may be sought if
needed.

9. Will the new course duplicate courses currently being offered on this campus? No

10. If this course may be offered for variable credit, explain how the amount of credit at each
offering is to be determined. N/A

AAC Form 2.4.1.D — New Course Request (Last Revised 09/2025, Accessibility Check 09/2025) Page 3 of 3



