
 

AAC Form 2.4.1.D – New Course Request (Last Revised 09/2025, Accessibility Check 10/2025) Page 1 of 3 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Course Request 
 

SDSU 

 College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences / School of 

American and Global Studies 

Institution  Division/Department 

 

Dennis D. Hedge  12/17/2025 

Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

 

Section 1. Course Title and Description 
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 

AHSS 701 Ethical Theory for Social Scientists 3 
 

Course Description 

This course presents a foundational overview of major ethical theory for use in the social 

sciences. Ethical theory is used as a lens through which social science research and practices can 

be applied. The focus of the course is on ethical methodology as a means to application. 

Pre-requisites or Co-requisites  

Prefix & No. Course Title Pre-Req/Co-Req? 

None   

Registration Restrictions 

None 

Section 2. Review of Course 
2.1.   Will this be a unique or common course? 

X Unique Course 
 

Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 

IENG 579 Research Ethics  3 

PSYC 701 Seminar: Ethics & Professional Issues  3 

Provide explanation of differences between proposed course and existing system catalog 

courses:  

There are a fair number of graduate courses in the common course catalog that address 

ethical behavior in some way. The two listed here are good representatives. Both discuss 

research ethics, with a particular focus on research compliance (e.g. the importance of 

following IRB protocols, financial audits, etc.). Both are rooted firmly in their particular 

disciplines, industrial engineering and psychology respectively, and their ethical training 

speaks directly to the concerns and methods of those fields. Finally, PSYC 701 also includes 

extensive material regarding professional development in the context of clinical psychology – 

several other courses in the common catalog also conjoin ethical compliance with 

professional training. 

 

SDSU’s proposed course differs from these in three ways. First, this course will include a 

philosophically rigorous examination of ethics as a discipline. It will be taught by a 

philosopher, not a social scientist. While it will consider research compliance, it will 

approach that topic as an application of more general ethical principles that are taught 

throughout the course. Second, it will speak to ethics in the social sciences, as opposed to 

engineering, nursing, counseling, accounting, or other disciplines. PSYC 701 is a social 

science course, but it focuses on clinical psychology, not the social sciences more broadly. 
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No other course in the common catalog studies ethics across the social sciences at the 

graduate level. Finally, SDSU’s proposed course does not include “professional 

development” as a topic. 

Section 3. Other Course Information 
3.1. Are there instructional staffing impacts? 

X No. Schedule Management.   

Explanation: One section of the course will be offered each year, with instructional 

workload adjusted to accommodate the offering. 

3.2. Existing program(s) in which course will be offered (i.e., any current or pending 

majors, minors, certificates, etc.): Social Science (M.S. and Ph.D.) 

3.3. Proposed instructional method by university (as defined by AAC Guideline 2.4.3.A): E - 

Seminar 

3.4. Proposed delivery method by university (as defined by AAC Guideline 2.4.3.B and 2.4.3.B(A-1)): 

S01 – Face-to-Face 

3.5. Term change will be effective: Summer 2026 

3.6. Can students repeat the course for additional credit? No 

3.7. Will grade for this course be limited to S/U (pass/fail)? No 

3.8. Will section enrollment be capped? Yes, max per section: 20 

3.9. Will this course equate (i.e., be considered the same course for degree completion) with 

any other unique or common courses in the common course system database? No 

3.10. Is this prefix approved for your university? Yes 

Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic 

Affairs) 
4.1. University Department: School of American and Global Studies 

4.2. Banner Department Code: SSAG 

4.3. Proposed CIP Code: 38.0104 

Is this a new CIP code for the university? Yes 

NEW COURSE REQUEST 
Supporting Justification for On-Campus Review 

 
Jason Zimmerman  Jason Zimmerman  10/29/2025 

Request Originator   Signature  Date 

 

Christi Garst-Santos  Christi Garst-Santos  10/29/2025 

Department Chair  Signature  Date 

 

David Earnest  David Earnest  10/29/2025 

School/College Dean   Signature  Date 

1. Provide specific reasons for the proposal of this course and explain how the changes 

enhance the curriculum.    

AHSS 701 Ethical Theory for Social Sciences will serve as a foundational course in the 

curriculum for the Social Science graduate program. While reviewing the curriculum, SDSU 

realized that there was no current course in the program covering research ethics. In addition, 

faculty determined that students in this program would benefit from ethical training that went 

beyond “research compliance.” Therefore, instead of simply including this material as a 

module in a research methods course, SDSU instead is opting for a standalone 3-credit course. 

This class will explore key ethical concepts as they relate to topics in the social sciences and 

the research process more broadly. The College of Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences has in-

house expertise in philosophy and ethics that will enable the college to offer a highly rigorous 

course appropriate for graduate students in any applied social science discipline. 
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2. Note whether this course is:  

X Required  Elective 

3. In addition to the major/program in which this course is offered, what other 

majors/programs will be affected by this course? 

While this course has been designed to serve the M.S. and Ph.D. in Social Science, it could 

serve as useful part of the plan of study for anyone in a research-focused social science 

graduate program, including but not limited to the M.S. in Economics and the M.A. in 

Communication and Media Studies. 

4. If this will be a dual listed course, indicate how the distinction between the two levels will 

be made.  N/A 

5. Desired section size 20   

6. Provide qualifications of faculty who will teach this course.  List name(s), rank(s), and 

degree(s).  

Greg Peterson, Professor, Ph.D.; George Tsakiridis, Senior Lecturer, Ph.D. 

7. Note whether adequate facilities are available and list any special equipment needed for 

the course.  

This course does not require any special facilities or equipment. 

8. Note whether adequate library and media support are available for the course. 

Briggs Library is well-positioned to support this course. 

9. Will the new course duplicate courses currently being offered on this campus?  No 

10. If this course may be offered for variable credit, explain how the amount of credit at each 

offering is to be determined. N/A 


