
IBC Meeting Minutes 
October 29, 2025, via Zoom 11:00 a.m.  

Attendees: Daniel Scholl, Kara McCormick, Kenneth Larson, Laura Ruesch, Sen Subramanian, 

Sonja Van Holland 

Guests: Kinchel Doerner, Melody Hall 

Absent: Benoit St Pierre, Xiuqing Wang, Ruanbao Zhou 

The meeting was called to order by the IBC Chair at 11:03 a.m.  

Motion to approve the minutes from the September 30, 2025 meeting made by Larson, 

seconded by Van Holland, motion carries. 

Full Committee Review 

1. Title of application: #3869 “Collaborative Research: FEC: Establishing Infrastructure for AI-

Driven Discovery of Small Molecules to Combat Antibiotic Resistance, Biofilms, and Aflatoxin 

Contamination” 

Principal Investigator: Nicholas Butzin 

Committee Discussion: Chair approved that the experiment may commence 

simultaneously with biosafety committee review. Chair approved under NIH Guide, 

Section III-E. Committee thought the lay-language was adequate and that the vector 

maps should be uploaded to the application.  

Committee Action: Subramanian moved to “affirm classification under NIH guidelines 

Section III-E, and the investigator is asked to upload vector maps to supplement the 

application”; seconded by Larson; motion carried unanimously.  

2. Title of application: #3883 “NARMS Antibiotic Resistance Surveillance in Retail Meat 
Samples from South Dakota and North Dakota” 

Principal Investigator: Laura Ruesch 
Committee Discussion: Exempt from rDNA registration requirements. Chair would like 
committee review for approval of BSL 2 containment. 
Committee Motion: McCormick moved to “affirm conduct of project at BSL 2 
containment”; seconded by Larson; motion carried unanimously.  Ruesch recused.  

3. Title of application: #3888 “Listeria monocytogenes adaptation to animals and food 
production environments” – 2nd application (3855) 

Principal Investigator: Stephan Schmitz-Esser 
Committee Discussion: L. monocytogenes is a Risk Group 2 agent; committee agreed 
with that level and thought the application was improved. 



Committee Motion: Larson moved to “affirm biosafety level 2 containment and to affirm 
revisions that had made to the initial project description”; seconded by Van Holland; 
motion carried unanimously.  Ruesch recused.   

Old Business 

- Rejected 9/30/2025 requested additional information - #3855-Schmitz-Esser, Stephen – 
“Listeria monocytogenes adaptation to animals and food production environments” 

Committee Discussion: The committee approved #3888 under new business.  #3888 
replaces #3855,   

- Approved 9/30/2025 requested additional information - #3860-Schmitz-Esser, Stephen – 

“The saboteur's tools in action: cytoplasmic incompatibility genes of the bacterial 

Aarthropodsymbiont Cardinium Hertigii” 

Committee Discussion: After review of the additional information, biosafety level 1 is 
sufficient. Larson moved to “approve the application with the modifications to the 
project description and conduct at biosafety level 1”; seconded by Subramanian; motion 
carried unanimously.  Ruesch recused.   

The meeting adjourned at 11:31 am (Motion made by McCormick, seconded by Larson) 


