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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Revised Course Request: Unique Course 

(Substantive Modification) 

 

SDSU  A. Joshua Leffler  James Connors  10/27/2025 

Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 
       

SDSU 

 College of Agriculture, 

Food and Environmental 

Sciences / Natural 

Resource Management 

 

Dennis D. Hedge 

 

11/19/2025 

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

 

Section 1. Existing Course Title and Description 
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 

WL 419 - 519 Waterfowl Ecology and Management 2 

WL 419L -519L  Waterfowl Ecology and Management Lab 1 
 

WL 419-519 Course Description 

Analysis of ecological and socio-economic factors affecting waterfowl habitat and populations. 

State and federal programs affecting wetland drainage and preservation. Field inspection of 

waterfowl habitat in the north-central states. 
 

WL 419L Course Description 

Laboratory experience to accompany WL 419. 
 

WL 519L Course Description 

Laboratory experience to accompany WL 519. 

Section 2. Modification(s) Requested 
2.1. This modification will include: 

X A change in description/subject matter content (enter revised description below). 

WL 419-519 Course Description:    

Study of the ecological and socio-economic factors affecting upland gamebirds, waterfowl, and 

their habitats. Exploration of habitat management programs (federal, state, and private) and land-

use practices (e.g., agriculture, grazing, fire) on game and non-game species, in all portions of 

their annual cycle. Techniques for individual species management. 

X Course Title Change WL 419-519: Gamebird Ecology and Management 

WL 419L-519L: Gamebird Ecology and Management Lab 

Effective term of the change: Fall 2026 

2.2. Add justification for all changes noted above: 

The Department of Natural Resource Management previously offered two courses – WL 415-

515 and WL 419-519 – with 4/515 covering game bird and game mammal management and 

4/519 covering waterfowl management. These courses contained considerable overlap in the 

‘management’ component of the material and 4/515 mixed mammal and bird ecology and 

management. To improve efficiency and reduce duplication, the department is combining these 

courses into a single offering focused on birds only. Mammal management and ecology is 

covered elsewhere in curriculum. The title change reflects the shift to the more general 

management of game birds rather than the specific management of waterfowl, a sub-set of 

gamebirds. 



 

AAC Form 2.4.1.F – Revised Course Request: Unique Course (Substantive Modifications) (Last Revised 09/2025, 

Accessibility Check 09/2025)  Page 2 of 2 

Section 3. Other Course Information 
3.1. Will this course equate (i.e., be considered the same course for degree completion) with 

any other unique or common courses in the common course database? No 

Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic Affairs) 

  Current  New 

 Change in University Department Code Natural Resource 

Management to No change 

 Change in Banner Department Code SNAR to No change 

 Change in CIP Code 03.0601 to No change 

 

 


