SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS

Revised Course Request: Common Course
(Substantive Modifications)

SDSU Jim Wood Jason Zimmerman 10/2/2025
Institution Form Initiator Dean’s Approval Signature Date

Arts, Humanities and
Social Sciences / School

SDSU of Performing Arts Dennis D. Hedge 10/30/2025
Institution Division/Department Institutional Approval Signature Date
College of Fine Arts /
USD Theatre Raimondo Genna 10/1/2025
Institution Division/Department Institutional Approval Signature Date

Indicate universities that currently offer the common course:

[ | BHSU [ | DSu [ INsU | | SDSMT SDSU USD

Section 1. Existing Course Title and Description
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits
THEA 119 First Year Seminar 1-2

Course Description \

First-year seminar course designed to introduce students to academic success strategies including
the development of critical thinking and study skills, identification of campus resources, guidance
in academic planning and engagement, time management and goal setting. Students will also
investigate wellness topics, contemporary issues, and diversity. In addition, this course is designed
to expose students to the discipline-specific careers and their role in society.

Section 2. Modification(s) Requested
Check all revisions that apply and provide detailed information in the Current and New fields below.
If changing a course that previously had only a lecture or laboratory component to a composite
course, identify both the course and laboratory numbers (xxx and xxxL) and credit hours associated
with each.
2.1. This modification will include (place an “X” in the box for all that apply):
A change in description/subject matter content (enter revised description below).
Course Description:
This course supports new majors as they transition into the Performing Arts. Students
develop strategies for academic and artistic success through critical thinking, rehearsal and
study habits, time management, emotional regulation, conflict management, and wellness.
They will learn to navigate campus resources, plan their degrees, explore Performing Arts
career paths, and build foundational professional skills that prepare them for success in
their studies, artistic work, and future careers.
Effective term of the change: Fall 2026
2.2. Add justification for all changes noted above:
The course description has been revised to more accurately reflect content of the course.
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Section 3. Other Course Information
3.1. Will this course equate (i.e., be considered the same course for degree completion) with
any other unique or common courses in the common course database? No

Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic

Affairs)

Current New
Change in University Department Code SDSU: School of to No change

Performing Arts

USD: Theatre
Change in Banner Department Code SPAR, UTHR to No change
Change in CIP Code 50.0501 to No change

USD Approval:

From: Genna, Raimondo

Date: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 5:13 PM

To: Wood, Jim

Cc: Reynolds, David, Gowen, Sam, Hoffelt, Janell, Graham, Mecia L
Subject: Re: THEA 119 Course Description

That looks great, Jim. Thank you for using performing arts so that it is more inclusive in terms of different
programs. Let me know what else you need from me to help with the process.

Best,

Rai (he/him)

Dr. Raimondo Genna

Chair and Associate Professor
Director of Graduate Studies
Coordinator for BFA Theatre Studies
Department of Theatre
University of South Dakota
414 E. Clark Street
Vermillion, SD 57069
605-658-3486
Raimondo.Genna@usd.edu
www.usd.edu/theatre
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