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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Certificate 
 

UNIVERSITY: SDSU 

TITLE OF PROPOSED CERTIFICATE: Palliative Care Certificate 

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Fall 2026 

PROPOSED CIP CODE: 51.3819 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: Nursing 

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE: SNUR 

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: College of Nursing 

BANNER DIVISION CODE: 3N 
 

☒Please check this box to confirm that: 

• The individual preparing this request has read AAC Guideline 2.3.2.2.C, which pertains to new 

certificate requests, and that this request meets the requirements outlined in the guidelines.  

• This request will not be posted to the university website for review of the Academic Affairs 

Committee until it is approved by the Executive Director and Chief Academic Officer. 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that 

I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 

policy. 

 

  11/20/2025 

Institutional Approval Signature 

President or Chief Academic Officer of the University 

 Date 

 

Note: In the responses below, references to external sources, including data sources, should be 

documented with a footnote (including web addresses where applicable). 

 

1. Is this a graduate-level certificate or undergraduate-level certificate? 

X Undergraduate Certificate   Graduate Certificate 

 

2. What is the nature/ purpose of the proposed certificate? Please include a brief (1-2 

sentence) description of the academic field in this certificate. 

 

The Palliative Care Certificate aims to equip learners with core knowledge and practical skills 

to support individuals facing life-limiting illness across the lifespan. This interdisciplinary 

approach prepares learners with essential skills and knowledge in holistic care, including 

symptom management, therapeutic communication, and ethical decision-making. This 

certificate enhances professional preparation and is ideal for those pursuing careers in health-

related fields such as: Nursing, Pharmacy, Medical Laboratory Science, Health Studies, 

Nutrition and Dietetics, Pre-Professional (Pre-Chiropractic, Pre-Dental, Pre-Medicine, Pre-

Occupational Therapy, Pre-Optometry, Pre-Physical Therapy, Pre-Physician Assistant), or 

Human Development and Family Science. 
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3. If you do not have a major in this field, explain how the proposed certificate relates to 

your university mission and strategic plan, and to the current Board of Regents Strategic 

Plan 2014-2020. 

 

SDBOR Policy 1.2.5 states South Dakota State University’s mission is to offer academic 

programs in the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in agriculture, education, 

engineering, home economics, business economics, nursing, and pharmacy. The nature of the 

Palliative Care Certificate fits within the statutory mission of South Dakota State University. 

SDSU is currently authorized to deliver majors in nursing, pharmacy, medical laboratory 

science, health studies, nutrition and dietetics, and human development and family science.  

 

The proposed certificate supports SDSU’s mission by offering a transformative educational 

experience that equips students with the specialized knowledge and skills needed to address the 

unique challenges of palliative care. By developing this undergraduate certificate, SDSU 

provides students with an academic pathway that prepares them for future careers in healthcare, 

aligning with the university’s commitment to excellence in education and student success. This 

certificate may be of interest to students in health-related fields such as: Nursing, Pharmacy, 

Medical Laboratory Science, Health Studies, Nutrition and Dietetics, Pre-Professional (Pre-

Chiropractic, Pre-Dental, Pre-Medicine, Pre-Occupational Therapy, Pre-Optometry, Pre-

Physical Therapy, Pre-Physician Assistant), or Human Development and Family Science. 

 

In addition, the Palliative Care Certificate aligns with the South Dakota Board of Regents 

Strategic Plan “Goal 3: South Dakota public universities and special schools shall focus on 

student success while providing a quality educational experience;” and “Goal 4: South Dakota 

public universities shall create academic programming that responds to the changing 

educational and workforce skills needed to meet the demands through 2030….”  Goal 3 

prioritizes new program proposals with high-impact practices and workforce alignment. The 

Palliative Care Certificate provides knowledge and skills in an area that is necessary in today’s 

healthcare environment. The certificate also aligns with Goal 4’s Workforce Alignment 

creating graduates who will be prepared to deliver interdisciplinary palliative care.  

 

4. Provide a justification for the certificate program, including the potential benefits to 

students and potential workforce demand for those who graduate with the credential. For 

workforce related information, please provide data and examples. Data may include, but are 

not limited to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

Regental system dashboards, etc. Please cite any sources in a footnote. 

 

Palliative care is specialized care for individuals living with serious or life-limiting illnesses. Its 

primary goal is to relieve symptoms and stress—physical, emotional, social, and spiritual—

while improving quality of life for both patients and their families. Unlike hospice, palliative 

care can be provided at any stage of illness and alongside curative treatments.1  

 

Students in health-related fields, such as nursing or pre-med, may benefit from formal training 

in palliative care to prepare them for future careers. Undergraduate students who graduate with 

exposure to palliative care principles may have a competitive edge for careers and/or graduate 

programs.  

 

 
1 https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/22850-palliative-care 

https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/22850-palliative-care
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The Center to Advance Palliative Care estimates 6 million people in the U.S. could benefit 

from palliative care. If it were fully available at all U.S. hospitals, $6 billion could be saved 

each year. Less than two-thirds of hospitals with more than 50 beds have a specialty palliative 

care resource, which means the primary team caring for the patient is the best resource to 

provide this care.2 Training students helps build a pipeline of professionals equipped with this 

expertise. Training in palliative care leads to better symptom management, reduced 

hospitalizations, and higher patient satisfaction.3 

 

5. Who is the intended audience for the certificate program (including but not limited to the 

majors/degree programs from which students are expected)? 

 

This certificate may be of interest to students in health-related fields such as: Nursing, 

Pharmacy, Medical Laboratory Science, Health Studies, Nutrition and Dietetics, Pre-

Professional (Pre-Chiropractic, Pre-Dental, Pre-Medicine, Pre-Occupational Therapy, Pre-

Optometry, Pre-Physical Therapy, Pre-Physician Assistant), or Human Development and 

Family Science. 

 

6. Certificate Design 

A. Is the certificate designed as a stand-alone education credential option for students 

not seeking additional credentials (i.e., a bachelor’s or master’s degree)? If so, what 

areas of high workforce demand or specialized body of knowledge will be addressed 

through this certificate? 

 

This certificate is not intended as a stand-alone credential. 

 

B. Is the certificate a value added credential that supplements a student’s major field of 

study? If so, list the majors/programs from which students would most benefit from 

adding the certificate. 

 

Yes. This certificate is designed to supplement a student’s major, particularly those that 

may be seeking a health-related degree. The certificate offers added knowledge on 

palliative care which may be useful in future practice.  

 

C. Is the certificate a stackable credential with credits that apply to a higher level 

credential (i.e., associate, bachelor’s, or master’s degree)? If so, indicate the 

program(s) to which the certificate stacks and the number of credits from the 

certificate that can be applied to the program.  

 

This certificate is not intended as a stackable credential. Students will be able to apply the 

12 credits towards their major requirements and available electives. 

 

7. List the courses required for completion of the certificate in the table below (if any new 

courses are proposed for the certificate, please attach the new course requests to this 

form). Certificate programs by design are limited in the number of credit hours required for 

completion. Certificate programs consist of nine (9) to twelve (12) credit hours, including 

prerequisite courses. In addition, certificates typically involve existing courses. If the 

 
2 https://www.aacn.org/clinical-resources/palliative-end-of-life  
3 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11273214/ 

 

https://www.aacn.org/clinical-resources/palliative-end-of-life
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11273214/
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curriculum consists of more than twelve (12) credit hours (including prerequisites) or 

includes new courses, please provide explanation and justification below. 

 

Prefix Number Course Title 

Prerequisites for Course 
Include credits for prerequisites 

in subtotal below. 

Credit 

Hours 

New 

(yes, no) 

HSC 311 Introduction to Principles of 

Palliative Care 

None 3 Yes 

HSC 411 Symptom Management in 

Serious Illness 

HSC 311 (3 cr.) 3 Yes 

HSC 412 Foundations of Trauma, Loss, 

and Grief 

HSC 311 (3 cr.) 3 Yes 

NURS  

OR 

HSC 

498  

OR 

486  

Research 

OR 

Experiential Learning in 

Palliative Care  

None 

 

HSC 411 (3 cr.) and HSC 

412 (3 cr.) 

3 No 

 

Yes 

   Subtotal 12  

 

8. Student Outcome and Demonstration of Individual Achievement. 

Board Policy 2:23 requires certificate programs to “have specifically defined student learning 

outcomes.  

 

A. What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, will 

all students demonstrate before graduation? The knowledge and competencies should be 

specific to the program and not routinely expected of all university graduates.  

 

1. Learners will apply palliative care principles to serious, life-limiting conditions across 

the lifespan. 

2. Learners will apply interdisciplinary collaborative principles in delivering palliative 

care. 

3. Learners will examine and advocate for health promotion principles that support and 

enhance the quality of life for individuals and families receiving palliative care. 

 

B. Complete the table below to list specific learning outcomes – knowledge and 

competencies – for courses in the proposed program in each row.    

 
 Program Courses that Address the Outcomes 

Individual Student Outcome 

HSC 

311* 

HSC 

411* 

HSC 

412* 

NURS 498 OR 

HSC 486* 

Learners will apply palliative care principles to 

serious, life-limiting conditions across the lifespan. 

X   X 

Learners will apply interdisciplinary collaborative 

principles in delivering palliative care. 

X X  X 

Learners will examine and advocate for health 

promotion principles that support and enhance the 

quality of life for individuals and families receiving 

palliative care. 

X  X X 

 

9. Delivery Location. 
Note: The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a 

university to offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery. 
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A. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university seeks authorization to 

deliver the entire program on campus, at any off-campus location (e.g., USD - Sioux 

Falls, Black Hills State University - Rapid City, Capital City Campus, etc.) or deliver 

the entire program through distance technology (e.g., as an online program)? 

 

 Yes/No Intended Start Term 

On campus No  

 

 Yes/No If Yes, list location(s) Intended Start Term 

Off campus No    

 

 Yes/No 

If Yes, identify delivery methods 
Delivery methods are defined in AAC 

Guideline 2.4.3.B. Intended Start Term 

Distance Delivery 

(online/other distance 

delivery methods) 

Yes S15 - Online Asynchronous, S18- 

Online Synchronous, S98 – Other 

Fall 2026 

Does another BOR 

institution already 

have authorization to 

offer the program 

online? 

No If yes, identify institutions:   

 

B. Complete the following chart to indicate if the university seeks authorization to 

deliver more than 50% but less than 100% of the certificate through distance learning 

(e.g., as an on-line program)? This question responds to HLC definitions for distance 

delivery.  

 

 Yes/No If Yes, identify delivery methods Intended Start Date 

Distance Delivery 

(online/other distance 

delivery methods) 

No   

 

https://public.powerdms.com/SDRegents/documents/1677940

