
Page 1 of 2 

  

  

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 
Program Termination or  

Placement on Inactive Status 
 

  

 

UNIVERSITY: SDSU 

DEGREE(S) AND PROGRAM: Professional Science (M.S.) 

CIP CODE: 41.0000 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: Graduate Studies 

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE: SGST 

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: Graduate School 

BANNER DIVISION CODE: 3G 
 

University Approval 
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President of the University  Date 
 

 
 

1. Program Degree Level: 

Associate ☐  Bachelor’s ☐  Master’s ☒  Doctoral ☐ 

2. Category:1 

Certificate ☐  Specialization ☐  Minor ☐  Major ☒ 

3. The program action proposed is:2 

Inactive Status ☐  Termination ☒ 

5. TERMINATION WITH ENROLLED STUDENTS 

a. Provide a justification for terminating the program: 

The Graduate School requests to terminate the M.S. in Professional Science. The request to 

terminate is based on low program enrollment. The program was designed to allow 

students to select an emphasis area through a stackable graduate certificate—Applied 

Physics, Biotechnology, Environmental Policy, Food Technology, Geographic Information 

Sciences, or Precision Agriculture—combined with professional management coursework 

to prepare for STEM careers. The program was a collaborative effort between the College 

of Natural Sciences, the College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences, and the 

 
1 Note: Certificates, specializations, and minors may only be terminated and not placed on inactive status due to 

limitations in the student information system. 
2 Note: An inactive program is a program a university has authority to offer, but the program is not admitting new 

students and has not formally terminated. A presumption exists that inactive status is a temporary status; universities 

review inactive programs periodically to determine the feasibility of reactivating or terminating the program. 

Programs can remain inactive for five (5) consecutive years at which time a university must terminate the program. 

A terminated program is a program for which a university ceases to have authority to offer. Reinstatement of a 

terminated program requires university and BOR approval through the prescribed new program approval processes. 
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Ness School of Management and Economics. Since its launch, one degree has been 

awarded. 

 

b. What is the plan for completion of the program by current students? 

Currently, three students are enrolled in the M.S. in Professional Science program. These 

students will be allowed to complete their degrees. All necessary courses will continue to 

be offered to ensure they can fulfill their remaining requirements.  

 

c. What is the proposed date (day/month/year) program termination status begins 

(program status in the database changes to Phasing Out and last date a student may 

enroll in or declare the program)?  

Fall 2025 

 

d. What is the last date (day/month/year) in which a student may enroll in the program 

(program status in the database changes to Phase Out)?  

Fall 2025 

 

e. What is the last term or date (day/month/year) by which a student can graduate from 

the program?  

Spring 2029 

 

f. What are the potential cost savings of terminating the program and what are the 

planned uses of the savings?  

The program utilized existing courses from the collaborating units, and the associated 

stackable certificates will continue to be offered. As the graduate program coordinator 

position is currently vacant. 

 

g. What are the resulting employee terminations and other possible implications 

including impact on other programs?  

No employee terminations are necessary.  

 


