
THE FISHBACK 
CENTER FOR ECE 
ANNUAL REPORT 

South Dakota 

State University 

School of Education, Counseling, 

& Human Development 

THE FISHBACK CENTER FOR ECE ANNUAL REPORT 
2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5



THE FISHBACK CENTER FOR ECE ANNUAL REPORT 2024-2025 

Page 1 

FISHBACK CENTER FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION VISION STATEMENT 
To provide solid early childhood educational best practices in a changing society. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education is a model of inclusive early childhood education that: 
(1) Ensures optimum experiences for education and professional preparation of early childhood 
professionals who will serve children, and their families, on local, state, and national levels; (2) Connects 
with families to form family-school partnerships to enrich each other’s experiences and lives; and (3) 
Provides a unique environment for faculty and student research that contributes to knowledge about child 
development and quality early educational experiences.   

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT 
At the Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education, the philosophy is grounded in social constructivism, 
inquiry-based learning, and is Reggio-inspired. Children are capable, competent, and build their 
knowledge through exploration and social interaction. Relationships with caring and responsive teachers 
are not only children’s rights but are crucial to their growth, learning, and development. These 
relationships help children nurture, sustain, develop questions, and hypothesize so they may make 
meaning of their world. 

The Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education sees parents as the children’s first teachers. Teachers 
and college students are seen as their second teachers, and the environment of learning as their third 
teacher. Special consideration is given to the materials chosen for the children’s opportunities for learning 
and how teachers construct the spaces where children will play, learn, and interact with their peers and 
adults in the center. 

OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR 

DECLARATION OF INTENT 
Declaration of Intent for the Academic Year 2024-2025 - We declare this year to be a year of 
promoting meaningful and intentional early childhood experiences.  

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 
This year, the Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education continued to see the frequent use of the 
observation booths by families and different SDSU courses, such as our ECE and HDFS Human 
Development classes. The program also continued to partner with the SDSU Physical Education and Music 
departments as they provided lessons and activities for our kindergartners, and with the ECE Physics class, 
who provided experiences with the preschool children. This year, a new collaboration occurred where we 
partnered with the Psychology 492 class. These students observed in the booth as well as came into the 
classroom to participate in two direct experiences with the children. This collaboration provided the 
students with the opportunity to engage with children and practice questioning techniques they had been 
discussing in their coursework. Additionally, the Fishback Center for Early Childhood participated in the 
SDSU Yellow and Blue Block Party to showcase what our program offers to the community and as a 
service to the community.  
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This year also provided the opportunity for continued collaborations with the 
Little Wound School on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in Kyle, South 
Dakota. A team of staff members from Little Wound School visited the 
Fishback Center for a day and a half in the fall to observe classrooms and 
discuss best practices and curriculum implementation. Additionally, Laura 
Gloege and Jen Johnson conducted classroom observations at Little Wound 
School during the fall and spring semesters. This included professional 
development training in teaching team communication and small group 
learning experiences.  
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Mentor Teachers choose their professional development based on their goals and interests, school district 
required trainings, and licensing required trainings. The team participated in numerous professional 
development opportunities, including but not limited to the Science of Literacy Trainings, Early Math 
Strategies, Birth to Three Special education trainings, and a book study of Indications Preschools and 
Infant-Toddler Centres of the Municipality of Reggio Emilia.  

 

INTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

FAMILY ADVISORY COUNCIL (FAC) INVOLVEMENT 
The FAC continued to show support for the Fishback Center staff by donating a variety of items for the 
staff coffee bar in the program resource room and providing support and input regarding the adjustment 
of hours of operation starting fall 2025. Additionally, discussions were held throughout the year 
regarding the creation of Fishback Center shirts that would be available to purchase for staff, children, 
and families. This project will continue into the next school year.  

HOW GOALS WERE MET FOR THE 2024-2025 ACADEMIC YEAR – A YEAR IN 

REVIEW 
Goals for the 2024-2025 academic year included: (1) To promote meaningful and intentional early 
childhood experiences. 2) To further our skills through professional development, and (3) To continue to 
promote balance and wellbeing. 
 
We progressed on these goals in the following ways: 

(1) This year the Fishback Center for ECE substantially increased its online presence on Facebook and 
Instagram by sharing information concerning the importance of early childhood, practical tips, and 
actionable methods to support growth and development. Additionally, program staff posted 
different photos and videos of the teaching team throughout the year sharing the program and 
the work conducted with children and families. 

(2) The mentor teaching team participated in numerous professional development opportunities, 
including but not limited to the Science of Literacy Trainings, Early Math Strategies, Birth to Three 
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Special education, and a book study of Indications Preschools and Infant-Toddler Centres of the 
Municipality of Reggio Emilia.  

(3) The Fishback Center teaching teams promoted balance and well-being mindfulness practices, as 
well as safety practices throughout the Fishback Center.  

NAEYC ACCREDITATION 
The Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education became the first program in the state of South Dakota 
to be accredited by the National Academy of Early Childhood Programs (NAECP) in affiliation with the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). The center pursued accreditation at 
the inception of the process in 1978. In March 2022, the Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education 
successfully completed its re-accreditation visit with an overall 97.3% pass rating. We are currently in the 
process of preparing our portfolio boxes for an upcoming visit during the 2026-2027 school year.  

NAEYC Accreditation is a voluntary process by which early childhood programs demonstrate that they 
meet national standards of excellence. It is a rigorous process. Programs seeking accreditation undergo 
an intensive self-study process (usually a two-year-long process) collecting information from parents, 
teachers, and administrators. The collected information is in the form of questionnaires, observations, and 
documentation showing evidence for the national standards. Programs receive an onsite visit by an early 
childhood professional validator to confirm the results of the self-study. The validator’s report is then 
submitted to the NAECP review board made up of a panel of early childhood education experts to grant 
or defer the program’s accreditation status. Currently, there are 4 NAEYC accredited programs in South 
Dakota, which include Enemy Swim Day School FACE Program in Waubay, SD, Ellsworth AFB Child 
Development Center on Ellsworth AFB, the Early Learning Center of Brookings in Brookings, SD, and the 
Fishback Center for ECE in Brookings, SD. Neighboring states with accredited centers include North 
Dakota (6, increasing by 1 from last year), Minnesota (286, decreasing by 13 from last year), Iowa (57, 
decreasing by16 from last year), Nebraska (38, increasing by 3 from last year), Wyoming (23, 
decreasing by 7 from last year) and Montana (5, increasing by 2 from last year). There are a total of 
2,000 accredited centers in the US, Guam, and Puerto Rico which is a loss of 3,698 accredited centers in 
the last year. 

Throughout this annual report, the description of activities and events illustrate how the Fishback Center 
for Early Childhood Education has actively supported the university’s mission, the department’s mission, the 
center’s mission, and the NAEYC Accreditation mission, as well as meeting the needs and desires of the 
families and children it serves.  

TEACHING IN RELATION TO THE FISHBACK CENTER 
During the 2024-2025 academic year, the Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education continued its 
teaching mission as it facilitated the professional development of undergraduate students through field 
experiences, teacher candidate placements, and observations. 

Teacher research topics continued to be authentic and deeply explored questions that were important to 
the teacher candidates and mentor teachers’ thinking (See Table 1 for a list of inquiry investigations with 
the children). 

Children must be taught how to think, not what to think.  ~ Margaret Mead 
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PLACEMENT SITES 
Throughout the academic year 2024-2025, 441 teaching and laboratory placements occurred. 
Professional Skills I (PS I) Field experiences occurred once a week in the classroom for 3 ½ hours each; 
students in field experiences worked with children in guidance situations and observed their learning. 
Teacher candidate placements are full-time placements, present during the entire laboratory program 
for a particular group of children. Various methods laboratory experiences are shorter (1/2 to 1 hour) 
experiences where students plan and implement activities that coordinate with the curriculum studied in 
their methods courses. The Fishback Center for Early Childhood Education served as a site for 13 weekly 
PS I field experiences, 27 teacher candidate placements, and 401 methods observations and 
experiences (see Table 2 for details). Those individuals completed 10,557.5 observations (see Table 3 
for details), and 1,149 assignments (see Table 4 for details). 

  

OUTREACH AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
The focus of this year’s Declaration of Intent was on promoting meaningful and intentional early childhood 
experiences. As shared in the highlights of the year, we took the opportunity to substantially increase our 
online presence on Facebook and Instagram by sharing information concerning the importance of early 
childhood, practical tips, and actionable methods to support growth and development. This focus was 
jump started through an Honor’s Capstone project in the fall. Elizabeth Hursey, a former student teacher 
in the program, created a parent information board, as well as posted multiple items on social media 
sharing the importance of early childhood and the Fishback Center. Additionally, program staff posted 
different photos and videos of the teaching team throughout the year sharing the program and the work 
conducted with children and families. We also continued to advocate for early childhood through the 
sharing of spaces and programming through program tours, collaborations and guest speakers. This 
included our continued collaboration with the Little Wound school on the Pine Ridge Reservation in Kyle, 
South Dakota, as well as with other community programs such as The Boys and Girls Club in Brookings, the 
Fairmont Christian School in Fairmont, MN and the Newdale School in Elkton, SD. We also saw groups 
such as individuals from the Flandreau Tribe who shared their culture and language with the children, and 
author Donald Montileaux, who shared his Lakota heritage through a children’s book he authored. 
Additionally, individuals from the Brookings Fire and Police departments, the SDSU bug lab, preschool 
parents sharing their profession, and Rodeo Ambassadors provided guest speaking experiences for our 
classrooms. Lastly, four of the mentor teachers also presented at the South Dakota Early Childhood 
Conference in Watertown, SD.  
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ENROLLMENT STATISTICS 
During the 2024-2025 academic year, the center enrolled 8 younger toddlers, 12 older toddlers, 29 3- 
& 4-year-olds, 31 4 & 5-year-olds, and 10 kindergartners, of whom all 10 were also enrolled in the 
center's Out-of-School-Time (OST) Program. The total enrollment was 90.  

Of the children who were enrolled, their family members identified as being a member of the following 
nationalities: African (1). African American (1), American (48), Bangladesh (1), Belgian (1), Bohemian (2), 
Caucasian (5), Chinese (1), Czech (2), Danish (1), Dutch (3), Egyptian (1), English (3), Filipino (2), French 
(3), German (16), Ghanian (1), Hispanic (1), Indigenous (2), Irish (4), Italian (4), Malawian (1), Mexican 
(1), No Identified Nationality (9), Norwegian (6), Scottish (1), Spanish (1), Swedish (5), and Vietnamese 
(1). 

Of the children who were enrolled, their family members identified as being part of the following cultural 
heritages: African (1), African American (1), American (33), Bangladesh (1), Bohemian (1), Cherokee (1), 
Columbian (1), Cuban (1), Egyptian (1), English (1), European (2), Filipino (1), French (2), German (7), 
Guatemalan (1), Irish (5), Latino (1), Native American (2), No Identified Culture (21), Norwegian (4), 
Scandinavian (3), Swedish (3), and Vietnamese (1) 

Of the children who were enrolled, we had seven different languages represented:  English (80), Spanish 
(5), Tagalog (1), Arabic (1), Vietnamese (1), Bangla (1), and Tiwi (1), ASL (1). Of those speaking a 
second language, all used English as a spoken language, as well. 
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SPACE USAGE 
The entire Fishback Center was used for classroom and 
programming space. Visitors and faculty also used the 
program spaces.   
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TABLE 1: INQUIRY TOPICS WITH TEACHER CANDIDATES AND SMALL 

GROUPS OF CHILDREN 

 
Name of Topic Classroom Semester Inquiry Occurred 

Animals Investigation Toddler Lab Fall 2024 

Emergency Vehicles Investigation Toddler Lab Fall 2024 

Sensory Investigation  Toddler Lab Fall 2024 

Sensory Exploration Investigation Toddler Lab Fall 2024 

Habitat Investigation 3 & 4 Morning Lab Fall 2024 

Water Habitats Investigation 3 & 4 Morning Lab Fall 2024 

All About Me Investigation 3 & 4 Afternoon Lab Fall 2024 

Farming Investigation 3 & 4 Afternoon Lab Fall 2024 

Bug Investigation 3 & 4 Afternoon Lab Fall 2024 

Animal Investigation 4 & 5 Morning Lab Fall 2024 

Dinosaur Investigation  4 & 5 Morning Lab Fall 2024 

Physics Investigation 4 & 5 Morning Lab Fall 2024 

Bug Investigation 4 & 5 Afternoon Lab Fall 2024 

Aquatic Animals Investigation 4 & 5 Afternoon Lab Fall 2024 

Science Investigation 4 & 5 Afternoon Lab Fall 2024 

Animal Habitats Investigation Kindergarten Lab Fall 2024 

Bug Investigation Kindergarten Lab Fall 2024 

Chemical Reactions Investigation Toddler Lab Spring 2025 

Light Exploration Toddler Lab Spring 2025 

The Community Around Us Investigation Toddler Lab Spring 2025 

Balls and Ramps Investigation Toddler Lab Spring 2025 

The Process of Building Investigation 3 & 4 Morning Lab Spring 2025 

Airplane Investigation 3 & 4 Morning Lab Spring 2025 

Art Investigation 3 & 4 Afternoon Lab Spring 2025 

Tall Structures Investigation 3 & 4 Afternoon Lab Spring 2025 

Community Helpers Investigation 4 & 5 Morning Lab Spring 2025 

Community Helpers Investigation 4 & 5 Morning Lab Spring 2025 

Physics Investigation 4 & 5 Afternoon Lab Spring 2025 

Storytelling Investigation 4 & 5 Afternoon Lab Spring 2025 

How It’s Made Investigation Kindergarten Lab Spring 2025 

All About Simple Machines Investigation Kindergarten Lab Spring 2025 
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TABLE 2:  PLACEMENTS IN THE FISHBACK CENTER FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION 
Number of Placements Course Type of Experience 

13 PS I – ECE 360 2nd Year Field Experience 

23 ECE 488 Student Teaching Preschool-Age 

4 ECE 488 Student Teaching K-3 

9 PE 460/360 Phys. Ed. Kindergarten Field Exp/Fall 

10 PE 342 Phys. Ed. Kindergarten Field Exp/Spring 

69 PHYS 216 Physical Science for Early Childhood 

9 MUS 351 Music Ed. Kindergarten Field/Fall 

26 ECE 196 Infant/Toddler Field Experience 

27 ECE 150 Early Experience and Lab 

31 PSYC 492 Behavior Technician Fundamentals classroom experience 

220 HDFS 227 Toddler/Preschool/Kindergarten Development Observations 

*Numbers vary as some 
complete the assignment in 
another placement 

MATH 245/345 Math for the Primary Grades Lesson Plans 

Total of 441 Placements during the 2024-2025 Academic Year 

TABLE 3:  OBSERVATIONS IN THE FISHBACK CENTER FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION 
Number of 
Observations/Hours of 
Observations 

Course Total Enrolled Type of Experience 

591.5 Observations PS-1 ECE 360 13 Developmental & Curricular Observations 

6,144 Observations ECE 488 32 Student Teaching Toddler-Preschool Age 

1,760 Observations ECE 488 4 Student Teaching-Kindergarten 

780 Observations  ECE 196 26 Infant Toddler Field Experience 

540 Observations ECE 150 27 Early Experience  

660 Observations HDFS 227 220 Toddler/Preschool/Kindergarten 
Developmental Observations 

82 Observations PSYC 492 41 Behavior Fundamentals Observations 

 Total of 10,557.5 Observations during the 2024-2025 Academic Year 
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TABLE 4: ASSIGNMENTS IN THE FISHBACK CENTER FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION 
Course Number Number of 

Assignments 
Types of Assignments Number of 

Students 

PS I – ECE 360 2  
7  
3 
3 
 
8 

Guidance Journals 
Child Descriptive Review 
Questions Analysis Obs. 
Affordance Studies Obs. & Lesson 
Plan 
Small Group Inquiry & Lesson Plan 

13 

PE 460/342 1 PE Lesson Plan 19 

MUS 351 1 Music Lesson Plan 9 

PHYS 216 2 Plan and implement a physics 
activity with the preschool 
children.  

69 

ECE 488 (PreK) 4 
 
4-9 
4-9 
3 
3 
1 

Student Teacher Meet & Greet 
Visit Summaries 
Portfolios 
Family-Teacher Conferences 
Lesson Plans 
Newsletters 
Small Group Investigation  

32 

ECE 488 (K-3) 7 
5  
5 
1  
1 

Weekly Lesson Plans 
Cognitive Coaching Observations 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Newsletter 
Small Group Investigation 

4 

Total of 1,149 Assignments during the 2024-2025 Academic Year 

 

TABLE 5: PRESENTATIONS & PUBLICATIONS 
Presentations: 

Building Respectful Relationships with Adults Using Varied Professional Behaviors and Strategies. Bowne, 
M., and Haselhorst, A. SD Special Education Conference, April 10, 2025, Watertown, SD. 

Incorporating the Science of Reading into a Preschool Setting. Gloege, L., and Johnson, J. SD ECE 
Conference, April 11, 2025, Watertown, SD. 

Play as a Standard for Learning (play-based pathway). Gloege, L. and Benson, C., SD ECE Conference, 
April 11, 2025, Watertown, SD. 

Reaching Developmental Milestones Through Play and Daily Routines. Haselhorst, A. and Suhn, J. SD ECE 
Conference, April 11, 2025, Watertown, SD. 
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I am not a teacher, but an awakener. ~ Robert Frost 

TABLE 6:  FISHBACK CENTER LEADERSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY AND FIELD 
Highlights for the Year 

Jen Johnson is a member of the Head Start Pre-Birth to 5 Policy Council and serves as the Early 
Childhood Consultant to the Head Start Board.  

Ashlee Haselhorst also works as a Birth to Three provider for the Brookings community. 

We collaborate with the Early Head Start program in Brookings, where we share our classrooms and 
other program spaces for family programming throughout the school year.   

TABLE 7:  TOURS OF THE FISHBACK CENTER 
Role Number of Individuals 

Jackrabbit Previews, Daily Visits, & Blue & Gold Days 108 

Little Wound School Educators and Staff 31 

Educators Rising 34 

Brookings HS Family & Consumer Science class visit 3 

Baltic HS Family & Consumer Science class visit 20 

Newdale Colony-Elkton School District 6 

Little Wound High School Student visit 25 

Potential Enrolled Children and their Families 12 

Brookings Boys & Girls Club – Infant/Toddler staff team 5 

Potential Donors & Current Donors 6 

Total: 250 
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