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Instructions for Use of Transport Media for the identification of Campylobacter and 

Tritrichomonas 

Diagnosis of Campylobacter and Tritrichomonas venereal infections is heavily dependent on proper sample collection 

and submission of samples. Each organism has its own specific transport medium requirements. 

Transport media: 

1. Weybridge Transport Media: required for Campylobacter fetus subspecies venerealis

a. Shelf life of six (6) months

b. Must be kept refrigerated until used

c. Can be purchased from the SDSU ADRDL. Phone number 605-688-5689.

d. Please allow sufficient time (2-4 working days) for delivery.   Weybridge media will not be

shipped on Fridays.

2. InPouchTM TF Pouches: required for direct examination, culture, or PCR testing of Tritrichomonas

a. Can be purchased in packs of ten (10) or one hundred (100) from Biomed Diagnostics, White

City Ore. 97503, telephone 800-964-6466, fax 541-830-3001; www.biomeddiagnostics.com. The

catalog numbers are 12-011-001 and 12-011-002 for the 10 and 100 test kits, respectively.

3. For PCR testing at SDSU only:

a. 5ml of sterile saline inoculated with preputial scrapings may be submitted for testing.

Laboratory submission form: An electronic copy is available at https://www.sdstate.edu/veterinary-biomedical-
sciences/animal-disease-research-diagnostic-laboratory/animal-disease-0. Click on the forms link to download 

the submission form. 

Collection procedures: The organisms inhabit the preputial cavity and epithelial crypts of the glans penis or the 

cervical mucus. If cervical mucus or vaginal discharge cannot be obtained, the anterior vagina may be sampled. The 

sample collection procedure for both Campylobacter and Trichomonas is the same; however, the transport media are 

different. 

Inoculation of transport media: 

Note: If the ambient temperature of the collection site is less than 40°F (4°C), the Weybridge transport medium must 

be kept warm by the use of a heating pad or in an insulated container on top of hot water bottles. 

A. Campylobacter only: remove the collecting pipette from the protecting tube just prior to flushing the sample

into 1.5ml of sterile saline or lactated Ringer’s solution (without antibiotic preservatives) contained in small

sterile test tube (5mL). Flush the sample back and forth several times until it is thoroughly mixed. Inoculate

1.5mL of the sample suspension into the bottom of a tube of Weybridge medium, being careful to avoid

inoculation for air.

https://www.biomeddiagnostics.com
https://www.sdstate.edu/veterinary-biomedical-sciences/animal-disease-research-diagnostic-laboratory/animal-disease-0
https://www.sdstate.edu/veterinary-biomedical-sciences/animal-disease-research-diagnostic-laboratory/animal-disease-0
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B. Tritrichomonas only: inoculate 0.5-1.0mL of sample suspension in the In InPouchTM TF pouches following the

manufacturer’s instructions.

a. For Tritrichomonas PCR testing at SDSU only: inoculate 5ml of sterile saline with preputial scrapings

C. Campylobacter and Tritrichomonas: Add the smegma to 3.0mL of sterile saline or lactated Ringer’s solution

contained in a small sterile test tube (5mL). Flush the sample back and forth several times until it is thoroughly

mixed. Inoculate one-half (1.5mL) of the sample suspension into the bottom of a tube of Weybridge transport

medium, being careful to avoid inoculation of air. Inoculate the remaining one-half (1.5mL) of the sample

suspension in the InPouchTM TF pouches following the manufacturer’s instructions.

Shipping Requirements: 

• Package the samples so they are protected from heat or cold.  While in transit, the optimal temperature range for the

samples is room temperature (65-80°F, 18-27°C).  Use extra insulation and if needed you can use a room temperature

ice pack in cold weather and refrigerated ice packs in hot weather.

• The laboratory should receive the samples within 24-48 hours after collection.

• When planning to collect more than 20 samples, please schedule the submission with the laboratory prior to collecting

the samples. Phone 605 688 5689.

• Test specimens should be clearly marked with sample type, animal identification and the time and date of collection.

• Clients should schedule shipments to avoid weekend and holiday delivery of samples to the laboratory.
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