
 
 

 
   

   

 

 

  

  
  

  
    
    

  
 

    
  

     
   

   
   

   
  

   
    

   
   

 
   

  
    

    
 

  

 

    

 
 

 

GENERAL RESEARCH GUIDELINES 
Oak Lake Field Station 

1) All research activity performed at Oak Lake Field Station must be approved by the station director 
before work is started.  A copy of the research proposal with accompanying special permits and 
hazardous waste plan (if necessary) must be submitted to and approved by the director before initiating 
the project. 

2) Copies of data collected from research on the station grounds must be provided to the station 
director following completion of the study.  This data will be archived and made available to 
subsequent researchers to enhance scientific productivity from the site. 

3) Copies of printed reports, published materials and presentations resulting from research 
conducted at Oak Lake Field Station must be submitted to the station director following 
completion of the project.  These materials will be added to the station library and database to 
facilitate future research efforts. 

4) The station has long-term climate and lake monitoring data which may be made available to 
researchers.  In addition, the station has a geographic information system and the capability of 
generating maps to support research effort. 

5) All researchers should check-in with station staff when they arrive and again when they leave. 
6) All researchers collecting data on station grounds should maintain metadata with information on 

geographic locations, dates, times, variables collected and personnel involved. This information 
should be submitted to the station director. 

7) Collection of biota on station grounds is prohibited without prior consent from the station director.  
Investigators should submit a list of species to be collected and number of specimens required to 
support their research activity.  Copies of state and federal (if necessary) collection permits must be 
obtained and one copy submitted to the station director prior to collection. Voucher specimens of all 
collected species must be submitted to the station director. 

8) Experimental manipulations involving use of chemicals or site alterations must be approved by the 
station director before work is initiated.  A hazardous waste management plan must be approved by 
the Health and Safety Office (SDSU). 

9) Experimentation involving animals must be authorized by the SDSU Animal Experimentation 
Committee prior to the beginning of work. 

10) Each research team is responsible for maintaining records of station use (number of people, visitation 
days and parts of the facility used).  This record should be submitted to the station director at the end 
of each growing season. 

11) No off-road vehicle driving is permitted on station grounds.  Thus, researchers should plan to drive on 
a gravel road to the nearest point and hike their equipment to an approved location. 

12) All markers and experimental equipment must be removed by the research team following completion 
of any study. 

13) The station director must be notified of any experimental plots or marked locations before the study is 
started.  Any flags, markers or plots which remain unidentified will be removed. 

14) Station equipment and supplies should be used by visiting research teams only after prior permission 
has been obtained from the station director. 

15) Limited storage space is available on site for research equipment.  Make arrangements for storage with 
the station director and caretaker.  Researchers are responsible for providing and maintaining their own 
equipment and supplies unless prior arrangements are made with the station director. 

The Oak Lake Field Station director may refuse access to station facilities for research activity should the 
above guidelines not be followed. Any questions regarding these guidelines should be directed to the Oak 
Lake Field Station director (605-832-2981; Nels.Troelstrup@sdstate.edu). 

NHT 22-Dec-05 

mailto:Nels.Troelstrup@sdstate.edu

