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Most non-South Dakota students come from Minnesota 

 5 accredited Minnesota programs 

 Still come here 

 

What is the possibility for an interdisciplinary Ph.D.? 

 There would be interest by the M.E. Department 

 There is possibility and a nice step on the ladder 

 There would still be resource needs 

 It would be nice if there could be an in-between step 

 The inter-discipline model has been done elsewhere 

 Tried in the past but didn’t gain traction at the state government & legislative levels 

 What are the logistics to add an M.E. Ph.D. - Sister program to the Electrical 

Engineering Ph.D. – without any funds? 

 Can the University propose to BOR a temporary Ph.D. program to pilot for next 3-5 

years 

 If there aren’t enough students then easier to be accountable at a single department 

level 

 Have had to turn down students because we don’t have Ph.D.s 

 Only resource they need is the  

 

Library 

 ILL is excellent 

 Don’t see any problems with library 

 Library is good to help with ASTM Standards  for testing 

 

Enrollment 

 Other engineering specialties are down 

 Mechanical Engineering is up 

 Has been up for past 10 years here and nationally 

 People like the hands-on nature of M.E. 

 

 



Has the fee helped? 

 It has been a big asset 

 There have no student complaints or even inquiries 

 Did have a few questions from parents 

 

Can we strongly connect the Ph.D. program to ABE?  Is this the way to build it?  Is there a 

willingness in both departments? 

 It is certainly an avenue 

 

Are you fully staffed? 

 No 

 Thinking about adding a sophomore advisor to take some of the load off the faculty 

 M.E. recruits students who sometimes peel off and move into other SDSU programs 

 People like the hands-on but don’t like the amount of Math necessary for a M.E. 

degree 

 Would also like a technician that could be dedicated to the materials lab 

o This would help research efforts 

o Rather call them a “technologist” instead of “technician” 

 

How many students are in the SDS of M Ph.D. program? 

Hard to track at this point 

  





























 


