Curriculum Vitae
Dr. A. James Murphy

Assistant Professor of Religion
South Dakota State University
West Hall 118, Box 0510
Brookings, SD 57007
417-872-8499
Arthur.Murphy@sdstate.edu
Education
Ph.D. in Religious Studies, University of Denver, June 3rd, 2011
Dissertation: “Kids & Kingdom: The Precarious Presence of Children in the Synoptic Gospels”
Concentration: Biblical Interpretation
Areas of Research: Synoptic Gospels, Johannine literature, Paul, Early Christianity, literary approaches to the Bible, Greco-Roman Religions and Culture, Pentateuch, Hebrew Wisdom Literature
Dissertation Advisors: Drs. Gregory Robbins, Pamela Eisenbaum, Nicholas Rockwell
M.A. in Religious Studies, Missouri State University, August 2001
Thesis: “Family Values: Anti-Familial Language and Counter-Culture in the Sayings of Jesus”
Areas of Research: Christian Origins and the Early Church, Biblical Archaeology, Reformation.  

Committee Advisors: Drs. LaMoine DeVries, Charles Hedrick, Stanley Burgess, and Julie Ingersoll
B.A. (Magna cum Laude) in Social Science/History Education, Evangel University, May 1998

Employment Experience
August 2012 – Present, Assistant Professor of Religion 
South Dakota State University, Brookings, South Dakota

· Courses taught: Introduction to Religion, World Religions, Hebrew Bible, New Testament, Women and Religion, Geography and Religion of the Middle East, History of Western Religious Thought I & II, Religion in American Culture
August 2011 – August 2012, Instructor of Religion 
South Dakota State University, Brookings, South Dakota

August 2007 – August 2011, Affiliate Instructor, Biblical Studies & History
Colorado Christian University, College of Adult and Graduate Studies, Lakewood, Colorado
· Courses taught: Literature of Ancient Israel, World History, American History 

2008-2009, Graduate Teaching Assistant

University of Denver, Religious Studies Department, Denver, Colorado

· Assisted Professor Ginette Ishimatsu teaching East Asian Religions, including Hinduism, Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, and Shinto. 
August 2002 - May 2006, Assistant Professor of History, 
 Evangel University, Social Science Department, Springfield, Missouri
· Courses taught, non-American: Ancient History, Early Christian Era/Early Church, Medieval History/Medieval Theology, Renaissance & Reformation, Modern Middle East History, World History 
· Courses taught, American: Colonial America, Early Republic, Civil War, Religion & American Culture, American History 1865-present, Introduction to Archaeology
August - December 2005, Adjunct History Instructor
 College of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Missouri
· Course taught: Modern Middle East History

Fall 2001 – Spring 2002, Social Studies Instructor
Waynesville High School, Waynesville, Missouri
· Taught 10th grade American History

· Taught 11th-12th grade Psychology, Advanced Psychology, Economics, Contemporary Issues
June 1999 – May 2001, Graduate Assistant and Instructor 

 Missouri State University, Religious Studies Department, Springfield, Missouri
· Course taught: Literature and World of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament

Academic Professional Associations: 
American Academy of Religion, Society of Biblical Literature

Publications

2016. Review of Sharon Betsworth. The Reign of God is Such as These: A Socio-Literary Analysis of Daughters in the Gospel of Mark (2010). In the Journal of Childhood and Religion. Online. http://childhoodandreligion.com/book-reviews/ 
2014. “Undesired Offspring and Child Endangerment in Jewish Antiquity.” Journal of Childhood and Religion 5, no. 3 (August): 1-36. Online. http://childhoodandreligion.com/issues/volume-5/ 
2013. Kids and Kingdom: the Precarious Presence of Children in the Synoptic Gospels. Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications.
2012. “Children in Deuteronomy: The Partisan Nature of Divine Justice.” Biblical Interpretation 20: 1-15.
2010. Review of Marcia Bunge, Terence Fretheim, and Beverly Roberts Gaventa, eds, The Child in the Bible. In the Journal of Childhood and Religion (2008). Online. http://childhoodandreligion.com/book-reviews/ 
2010. Contributing writer, Testimoni della fede nella Chiese della reforma. Thomas F. Best, Stanley Burgess, and Günther Gassmann, eds.  Rome: Nuova' Citta Editrice Della P.A.M.O.M. (Italian).
Works in Progress

2016. “Children in Q – What the Double Tradition reveals about Q’s attitude toward Children, Part A: Q 7:1-?10?; 7:31-32; 9:59-60; and 11:11-13.” In review.

2016. “Children in Q – What the Double Tradition reveals about Q’s attitude toward Children, Part B: Q 11:19-20; 12:53; 14:26; and 17:1-2.” Submitted for review, Feb 2016.

2016. Contracted book review with RBL. Sharon Betsworth, Children in Early Christian Narratives (Bloomsbury, 2015). 
Papers, Panel Discussions, and Invited Lectures

2016. Invited presentation, Difficult Scriptures: How to Read Controversial passages in the Bible and Quran. Veritas Forum. Brookings, SD, March.
2016. Invited lecture, “What references to children and sexuality reveal about the communities behind earliest Christianity.” Philosophy Club, South Dakota State University, 17 February.
2015. Invited presentation and participation in book panel discussion of six books, including my book, Kids and Kingdom, for the Children in the Biblical World section of the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature, Atlanta, GA, 21-24 November.

2015. “‘Whoever welcomes the little children…’ and Q?: Were children welcomed or neglected in the Q community?” Paper presented at the Upper Midwest Meeting of the American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 17-18 April.

2015. “Was Jesus a Dionysian Hero? An Echo of Greek Tragedy.” Paper presented at the Rocky Mountain-Great Plains Regional Meeting of the American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature, Creighton University, Omaha, NE, 20 March.

2014. “Wanderradikalismus und Kinder—How did young children exist in relation to the Jesus movement? A childist examination of socio-historical models.” Paper presented at the Upper Midwest Regional meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 4-5 April.

2013. “Contraception, Infanticide, and the Charge to Multiply: Family Planning in Genesis.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Society of Biblical Literature, Baltimore, MD, 24 November.

2012. “Does the Markan Jesus Really Love the Little Children? Mark’s flawed demonstration of Child Inclusivity.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Society of Biblical Literature, Chicago, IL, 17 November.
2011. “Kids and Kingdom: the Precarious Presence of Children in Mark.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Rocky Mountains-Great Plains Region of the SBL. Iliff School of Theology, Denver, CO, 18 March.

2009. “Children and Divine Justice in Deuteronomy.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Society of Biblical Literature, New Orleans, LA, 22 November.
2009. “Galatians 4:19-5:1: A Reframed Pericope and Paternal-Maternal Metaphors Clarifies Paul’s Argument.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Rocky Mountains-Great Plains Region of the SBL. Regis University, Denver, CO, 6 March.
2005. “Who are the People of God? Christian Rhetoric and Providential Claims in Colonial and Early America.”  Invited lecture given at Evangel Temple Christian Center, Springfield, MO, October.
2003. “Jesus and Family Relations.”  Paper presented at the Social Science Symposium, Evangel University, Springfield, MO, April.

2001. "Anti-Familial Rhetoric in the Sayings of Jesus: the Historical Jesus on Family Relationships."  A paper presented at the Southwest Commission on Religious Studies, Southwest Regional Meeting of the American Schools of Oriental Research, American Academy of Religion, and the Society of Biblical Literature, Irving, TX.   Also presented at the SBL-ASOR-NABPR Central States Regional Meeting, Kansas City, MO, March.
2001. "Familial Ties and Jesus: Celibacy as Counter-Culture in First-Century Galilee."  Presented at the Southwest Commission on Religious Studies, Southwest Regional Meeting (ASOR, AAR, SBL), Irving, TX, March.
1999. “1999 Archaeological Excavations at Banias, Israel.”  Guest presenter at Northside Assembly of God, Springfield, MO, November.
Other Research

Archaeological Excavations at Banias (Caesarea Philippi), Israel, Summer 1999
Archaeological Excavations, Banias, Israel, Summer 1996
Languages

French, German, Greek, Hebrew 

Awards/Recognition

Outstanding Service Award, Evangel University, November 2004

Certificate of Recognition, Alpha Chi Omega, April 2001
Outstanding Faculty Award, Awarded by Sigma Kappa, March 2001
Outstanding/Inspirational Educator Certificate, Delta Upsilon Chapter of Sigma Kappa, Fall 2000
Outstanding Social Science Graduate, Social Science Dept., Evangel College, May 1998

Holsinger Scholarship for History, Evangel College, 1997

University/Community Service

Faculty Council, College of Arts & Sciences, South Dakota State University, 2015-2016

Dean’s “Think Tank” Committee, College of Arts & Sciences, South Dakota State University, 2013-2015
Faculty advisor, B’rith Sholom, South Dakota State, 2012 to 2014
Graduate Student Council, Issues Committee Chairman, Missouri State University, 2000

Midwest Regional AAR Panel Discussion: Religion and the Social Sciences I, Moderator – March, 2000

Office of U.S. Senators Kit Bond and John Ashcroft, Internship, Springfield, MO – Fall, 1999
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